Cx&SAR   IS   DEAD

cheap Vatican, afraid to talk too loudly; for the walls were
not thick. So there was little they could do but abuse
Barcha's wife. They could shout at her and no one in the
other rooms would notice anything unusual. They shouted.
It was the only relief to their feelings they had,

Blattius had been sleeping in the apartment since the night
of the unsuccessful attack on Cleopatra, and looked on the
woman as almost his own property as much as Barcha's.
He was as loud-mouthed in abuse. The woman moved
from one of the small rooms to the other, at the shouted
curses and commands, trying to obey both men quickly.

"Are you sure you haven't got it somewhere about your
clothes?'* asked Barcha for die hundredth lime> reverting to
the problem of the paper.

Blattius leaped to his feet. " Haven't I told you Pve looked?
Search me then!" He pulled of? his tunic and shift, kicked
off his sandals> and threw them all at Barcha in a bundle*
"Have a look yourself.**

"Your not at the Baths," said Barcha. ** Put your clothes
on in front of my wife,"

"I won't/* roared Blattius^ who had been slowly working
himself into a state of rage against Barcha for days; the man
made it so obvious that he had a wife; Blattius hadn't been
able to sleep properly since he lodged in the room.

He turned to the quailing woman, "Don't you think I'm
a better figure of a man than that barrel of a husband of
yours? You ought to put him in the frying-pan and melt
some of that fat out/*

**It was you lost the paper,*5 said Barcha, "and now you're
trying to steal my wife under my very eyes,"

He snatched up a broom-handle* aimed a swipe at Blattius,
and caught him across the crumpled ear* Blattius retorted
by throwing back a heavy clay ornament* a rough statuette
of the Prsenestine Fortuna, It hit Barcha on the head and
laid Mm out*

Witib a muffled scream the woman dropped beside her
"He's dead,9* she sobbed.

e/* said Blattws, drinking off his own filled wine*
*ik)d;tiit* B&rcha's,    ** Tickle his nose with a
miev mtl* a rusty nail.   He's shamming***